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SMBT Cancer Institute uses

CAR T-cell therapy successfully

Research on blood
cancer was done in
cooperation with Tata
Memorial Hospital

LogMmAT NEWS NETWORK
NASHIK, NOV 29

Car T-cell therapy, which is
considered very important in
cancer treatment, was re-
cently used at the Cancer In-
stitute of SMBT Hospital to
treat two cancer patients.
ImmunoACT recently carried
out clinical trials on 50 pa-
tients at the Tata Memorial
Hospital, where this therapy
was used. Two of these pa-
tients were admitted to the
SMBT Cancer Institute, where
this therapy was used suc-
cessfully on them. SMBT Med-
ical Oncologist Dr Lovin Wil-
son informed that both pa-
tients are doing well.
ImmunoACT is an organi-
sation founded by Dr Rahul
Purwar. Principal clinical in-
vestigation was completed in

White blood cells in the body are turned into
immune cells through medication. These cells then
start working to destroy cancer cells in the body. T
cells are collected from the patient's blood and
genetically modified in the laboratory by adding a
gene to create a man-made receptor, called a
Chimeric Antigen Receptor or CAR, which helps in
recognising specific cancer cell antigens. Then, the
CAR T-cells are returned to the patient’s body. This is

how CAR T-cell therapy works.

Stem Cell therapy from January

A Stem Cell Transplant Unit or Bone Marrow
Transplant (BMT) Unit will become functional
in SMBT hospital from January. The treatment |
of blood cancer patients will start regularly in
this hospital thereafter. Experts believe CAR
T-cell therapy will then become easily
available and affordable for patients in North
Maharashtra.

the presence of experts in-
cluding Dr Hasmukh Jain of
Blood Cancer Department of
Tata Memorial Centre.
Research on this therapy

was being carried out by IIT
Mumbai and Tata Memorial
Hospital for quite some time.
The treatment was eventually
approved and 50 patients were

treated initially. Two of these
patients were admitted to the |
SMBT Cancer Institute and |
the therapy proved successful |

with them.
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